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In this edition of the bulletin, we’d like to tell you about the first celebratory  
activity that we’ve planned for our schools.  

We have another activity planned for later in the year, but we're keeping that 
one under wraps for now! Watch this space for further details… 

‘Beauty and the Beastie’ - Scotland from Flow to Forest                          
Celebrating Scotland’s Biodiversity 

Eco-Schools Scotland has worked with a range of partner organisations to devise 
an eco competition with a difference.  

2010 is the International Year of Biodiversity, and we want our schools to use 
their creative talents to help us celebrate the amazing diversity of plants and  
animals to be found right here in Scotland. We’re calling on all the artists,       
film-makers, poets, writers, and photographers in our schools to showcase the        
wonderful variety of wildlife and habitats across our beautiful country using as 
wide a range of Expressive Arts media as possible. 

What do schools have to do? 

There will be two age categories for this competition - primary and secondary, and the theme 
of the competition is ’Celebrating Scotland’s Biodiversity’.  Pupils will have five options as to how 
they can enter the competition, namely: 

• Write a poem about their favourite Scottish plant or animal. 

• Produce a piece of creative writing about their favourite Scottish plant or animal. 

• Paint or draw their favourite Scottish plant or animal. 

• Photograph their favourite Scottish plant or animal. 

• Produce a short animation or film about their favourite Scottish plant or animal. 

What happens then? 

A winner and a runner-up will be chosen for each of the five options; from each of the two age 
groups. The judging panel will include a range of experts from the creative arts, and details of 
the prizes will be announced in due course.                                                                                
All winners and runners-up will be invited to attend an awards ceremony, and their work will be 
showcased at the International Eco-Schools Operators’ Meeting in November, as well as in the 
Scottish Parliament, and thereafter at a range of venues 
across the country. 

The closing date for entries will be Friday 02 July 2010.  

Celebration activity #1:   

‘Beauty and the Beastie - Scotland from Flow to Forest’                
Celebrating Scotland’s Biodiversity 

 ***Please make sure you read the details on how to enter BEFORE you get started.*** 

http://www.ecoschoolsscotland.org/documents/CompetitionRules.pdf�
http://www.countdown2010.net/year-biodiversity
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Additional help and inspiration… 

If you’re an Eco-School and have yet to look at the Biodiversity topic, then this 
could be the ideal way to get started. 

Baffled by biodiversity? Don’t worry - Eco-Schools Scotland has been working with some of the 
leading organisations on this topic to make sure that schools have access to lots of help and      
advice to help them do as much as they can to ‘do their bit for nature’.  

Here are a few to get you started: 

• Have a look at the information on Biodiversity in the Eco-Schools Scotland Guide,  website 
pages, or newsletter. 

• Click on each of the logos below to view additional information and advice. 

• Sign up for the Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) schools’ biodiversity pack. SNH are one 
of the key organisations involved in this competition, and they are compiling a resources 
pack which will be sent to schools on request. The pack will be free of charge, and will    
contain a wealth of information and ideas to inspire and inform. The pack will be available in 
April, but in the meantime, you can register your interest in receiving 
one by clicking here.  

 

Useful organisations 

The following are just some of the organisations here in Scotland that are supporting this          
competition. Click on each of the logos to find out more about what they do... 

 

‘Biodiversity means all living things, from the lowly 

earthworm to the gracious golden eagle, from the 

smallest blade of grass to the tallest tree.       

Biodiversity is all around us, from the smallest 

window box to the vast Cairngorm  plateau. It is 

our most valuable asset and our greatest legacy’ 

Scottish Biodiversity Forum 

http://ecoschoolsscotland.org/guide/The%20Nine%20Topics/bio.html�
http://ecoschoolsscotland.org/page.asp?pg=41�
http://ecoschoolsscotland.org/page.asp?pg=41�
http://ecoschoolsscotland.org/page.asp?pg=41�
http://ecoschoolsscotland.org/page.asp?pg=41�
http://www.ecoschoolsscotland.org/documents/Autumn2005.pdf�
mailto:Caroline.Reid@snh.gov.uk�
http://www.biodiversityscotland.gov.uk/�
http://ecoschoolsscotland.org/page.asp?pg=41
http://www.snh.org.uk/wwo/education/educ04b.asp
http://www.snh.org.uk/wwo/education/educ04b.asp
http://www.biodiversityscotland.gov.uk/pageType1.php?id=20&type=1&navID=53
http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/downloads/49/bc_scotland.html
http://www.scottisharts.org.uk/
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/sustainabledevelopment/index.asp
http://www.gflscotland.org.uk/
http://www.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/teaching/
http://www.swt.org.uk/kids/for-schools/
http://www.forestry.gov.uk/forestry/HCOU-4X2JUP
http://www.jmt.org/jmaward-home.asp
http://www.rbge.org.uk/education/home
http://www.royalsoced.org.uk/schools/index.htm
http://www.nts.org.uk/Learn/schools.php
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Other news - February 2010 

 

 

 

 

 

Need to contact Eco-Schools Scotland? 

You can get in touch with us by: 

• Emailing us at : ecoschools@ksbscotland.org.uk 

• Writing to us at: Eco-Schools Scotland, Wallace House, 17-21 Maxwell Place, Stirling, FK8 1JU 

If you print me out, please double-side! 

Biodiversity is life! It’s the International Year of Biodiversity 
- time to do your bit for nature! Find out more... 

Earth Hour 2010 Sign up and switch off! Join the global    
campaign and show the world you care. Find out more... 

Help with funding Need cash for your Eco-Schools work? 
Check out the ‘Who Can Help?’ section of our Resource Finder for 
funding advice. Find out more... 

National Spring Clean It’s tidy-up time across Scotland. Get 
out there - and win prizes! Find out more... 

Forum Got a question or query? Want to comment, or share your 
brilliant Eco-Schools idea? Our fabulous Forum is just the place. 
Find out more... 

 

 

Remember to log on to www.ecoschoolsscotland.org 
for all the latest news and information. 

 

Keep Scotland Beautiful is an operating name of Environmental Campaigns (Scotland).  
Scottish Charity Number SC030332 

Got a story for us?  Our next newsletter will , as usual, be featuring 
news from Eco-Schools across Scotland. If 

you’ve got a story you’d like to share, then send 
it to Kirsten by Friday 19 March. 

mailto:ecoschools@ksbscotland.org.uk�
http://www.countdown2010.net/year-biodiversity/what-can-you-do�
http://www.ecoschoolsscotland.org/article.asp?nid=193�
http://resource.ecoschoolsscotland.org/�
http://springclean.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/youngpeople.asp�
http://ecoschoolsscotland.org/forum/forum.asp�
http://www.ecoschoolsscotland.org/article.asp?nid=161&from=archive�
mailto:kirsten.leask@ksbscotland.org.uk�
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/
http://www.infoscotland.com/infoscotland/44.1.3.html

